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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 06104 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, GE, UK, UR 

SUBJECT: EXFILTRATION FROM GDR— CASE OF UK SUBJECT 
ALAN WATSON 

REF: BONN 19431, DEC. 18, 1974 

1. UK EMBASSY BONN HAS INFORMED US THAT WATSON 
(ERRONEOUSLY REPORTED EARLIER AS JOHN WATSON) WAS 
RELEASED FROM GDR PRISON MARCH 18. HE HAD BEEN ARRESTED 
IN KREIS POTSDAM ON MARCH 4, 1974 AND WAS SENTENCED BY A 
GDR COURT ON MAY 31, 1974 TO A FOUR AND ONE-HALF YEAR 
SENTENCE FOR "STAATSFEINDLICHER MENSCHENHANDEL". AS IT 
TURNED OUT, WATSON APPARENTLY HAD NOT BEEN OPERATING WITH 
ORGANIZED ESCAPE HELPERS, BUT HAD BEEN INTERESTED IN 
GETTING HIS GIRLFRIEND OUT OF THE GDR. AS REPORTED 
EARLIER, WATSON HAD BEEN INCLUDED WITH SUSAN BALLANTINE 
IN PM WILSON'S PERSONAL LETTER TO SINDERMANN REQUESTING 
THEIR RELEASE FROM PRISON. 
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